
Jef Bratspis
24 High Street
Middlebury, Vermont 05753
646-644-6480

December 18, 2018

Infrastructure Committee
Town of Middlebury
77 Main Street
Middlebury, Vermont 05753

Dear Infrastructure Committee,

Throughout the Town of Middlebury there are many points of friction for pedestrians and cyclists. 
These areas are unsafe and pose barriers to townsfolk, students, and tourists who might otherwise 
choose to walk or bike, but do not. There is a growing need to invest in strategies to encourage more 
people to choose to leave their cars at home. The benefits to encouraging this kind of behavior are 
abundant and include: economic, environmental, health, and a more vibrant townscape. Enhancements 
to existing streets in order to make them more accessible and safer for all users is one of the keys.

The block of High Street between Seminary Street and Stewart Lane is one such unsafe area. The street
sees increased traffic as a shortcut for trucks and cars heading toward Exchange Street and traveling 
North to join Route 7. The current condition permits two-way traffic and allows no space for 
pedestrians or bicycles to share the road. Walking in the roadway is common and dangerous, some 
neighbors traverse across private lawns to negotiate parts of the street in a safer manner. Traversing 
private lawns comes with its own set of challenges, exacerbated by weather, and is unreasonable for 
anyone pushing a stroller, a wheelchair, or in less then prime physical fitness.

Townsfolk as well as tourists and students use the street to access Chipman Hill and the Swift House 
Inn. This block of High Street is also part of the TAM trail and is served on either end by existing 
sidewalk infrastructure. I am not proposing a specific solution. I am requesting that the town conduct 
an assessment of this block of High Street by a qualified consultant with extensive knowledge of the 
subject who will provide recommendations and estimates for range of potential fixes. I am confident 
that the Town of Middlebury is committed to investing in safer streets for all users and I look forward 
to supporting the process.

Sincerely,

Jef Bratspis

CC:
Select Board
Kathleen Ramsay
Dan Brown, The Swift House Inn
Jamie Montague, Middlebury Area Land Trust


